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18 April – 10 May

a glittering evening of
music, mischief, comedy
and romance

Broken hearts, mistaken identities and
drunken late night parties abound when
beautiful Viola falls madly in love with the
dashing Duke Orsino.

Song and laughter fill the stage in
Shakespeare’s riotous romantic comedy,
set against the glorious sounds of the
golden age of jazz.

“If music be the food of love, play on.”

23 May – 14 June

a comedy on the edge
of a building

Frank Tollit prefers writing exciting spy novels to
his day job – putting up giant letters on the
sides of buildings. But one day his tales of
danger and disaster start to happen for real and
Frank starts to learn the greatest lesson in life.

Don’t miss the London Premiere of this
poignant comedy, from the author of last
year’s hit Neville’s Island and the film
Calendar Girls.

“Firth has an assured comic touch”
The Telegraph

by William Shakespeare

by Tim Firth





Members of the Queen’s professional resident company
cut to the chase… have been touring local schools with a
production of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men.

The company has
been performing
the play, directed by
Queen’s Artistic
Director Bob
Carlton, to
secondary schools
across east London
and Essex between
January 21 and

February 8, as part of the Theatre in Education Tour.

This Steinbeck classic, set against the backdrop of
America’s Great Depression, tells the tragic tale of friends
George and Lennie who dream of having a place of their
own after years of working as farmhands.

Education and Outreach Manager Beth Flatley said: “The
tour has been a huge success and the production really
helped bring the story to life for pupils.
“The central themes of loneliness and hope were explored

by interacting
with students in
the performance.
They also
discussed the
political and
social issues
surrounding the
American Great
Depression, which forms the backdrop to the play.”

Commenting on the play, a teacher from Debden Park
High School said: “An original, well-acted, thought-
provoking production. Student input was excellently used
to draw out key themes. Students were interested,
participated well and gained a better understanding of the
text, key themes and ideas. It was really useful in
preparing pupils for the exam.”

Members of cut to the chase… are currently touring
primary schools with a production of Olivia Twist, which
explores issues of healthy eating, up to March 14.

For bookings and enquiries, schools can call 01708
462373.

Of Mice and Men: Theatre in Education Tour

newsqueen’s
theatre

We are delighted to announce that the Queen’s Theatre
has retained Arts Council funding until 2011 – allowing the
Theatre to thrive as a cultural hub for the community.

The Arts Council England, London announced in February
it would continue to fund the Queen’s Theatre with an
annual grant as part of its ongoing investment in arts
organisations across the capital. Their strategy aims to
shape and support an arts sector that delivers cultural
excellence to a wide range of people.

The Queen’s has received an annual grant from the Arts
Council since 2000, when it became the first theatre to win
back funding following sweeping cuts in arts funding in 1984.

The London Borough of Havering continues to be the
Queen’s principal funder. It is Havering Council’s huge
commitment over the years that has helped the Queen’s
thrive as a centre of excellence. And it is only through the
unwavering support from Havering that the Queen’s is
able to secure this Arts Council funding and therefore
additional inward investment into the Borough.

The Queen’s is a registered charity and a non-profit
making organisation, and it remains one of the country’s

most under-funded theatres of its kind. It must earn a
massive 75 percent of its own income through the box
office to continue running – compared to the national
average of just 55 percent. Support from funding bodies,
business partners and individuals is vital for the continuing
success of the theatre.

Queen’s Artistic Director Bob Carlton said: “We are thrilled
that the Arts Council has decided to continue their
support, particularly as other theatres have lost funding
altogether. Our grant will help us thrive as the region’s
main arts provider through delivering a vibrant producing
season, a diverse range of shows for all the community
and an active Education and Outreach Programme. Our
productions are not only entertaining but great value for
money as we offer some of the cheapest ticket prices in
the country.

“The funding is a ringing endorsement of all the great
work the Queen’s does and the continued support and
loyalty of our audience.”

If you would like further information on how to support
the work of the Queen’s Theatre, please visit
www.queens-theatre.co.uk/supportus

Theatre funding secured at Queen’s

Mark Asante and
Gabrielle Douglas

Jim Bywater
and Gregor
Henderson-
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Your chance to star on
the Queen’s stage:
Community Play 2008
2008 will see the return of the bi-annual Queen’s Theatre
Community Play, taking place from 30 July – 2 Aug.
This year’s all-singing all-dancing show is by local
writer and Queen’s Theatre New Writing Award winner
Kath Sayer. This year’s play celebrates the 60th
anniversary of the establishment of the Harold Hill estate.

The town’s colourful history over the decades is
intriguingly told through the journey of a young boy who
tries to discover who his adoptive parents are.

So, if you fancy a chance to be in the local limelight, make
sure you come for the auditions!

The Community Play is a great opportunity to get involved
in the life of your local theatre. It is a chance to be part of
a completely new piece of theatre that has never been
seen on stage before and to work alongside the Queen’s
professional team of directors, designers, choreographers
and musicians.

Whether you’ve got years of experience as a performer or
are a complete novice, it’s enthusiasm and commitment to
the show that matters most.

OPEN AUDITIONS
Sun 20 April | 12noon – 5pm

If you would like to join in the fun of this year’s
Community Play and be part of the show, come along to
the auditions – they’re open to everyone! There is no
need to contact us, just turn up on the day.

If you see yourself in a starring role:
please prepare a song and a short
extract from a play, story or poem.

If you’re interested in performing
as part of the chorus: you will be
taught an audition song on the day.
Just turn up.

If you’re interested in joining the crew
behind the scenes: we need you too!
Come along on the audition day to
register your interest.

For further information please e-mail
the education department on
education@queens-theatre.co.uk

Off to Oz 2006

Off to Oz 2006

There’s lots of fun in store at the Queen’s Theatre this
Easter with two Storytelling for the Stage workshops
for youngsters.

Children will learn about drama and music as well as
costume and set-making through art and craft. Both
week-long courses culminate with a performance in the
theatre foyer.

A workshop for 10-year-olds will be held between

Monday 31 March and Friday 4 April. A second
workshop for children aged between 11 and
14 will be held between Monday 7 April and Friday
11 April.

Both courses cost £34 and will take place between
9.30am and 1.30pm. For more details or if your
children are interested in taking part, call the Queen’s
Theatre Box Office on 01708 443333.

Creative fun with Easter Holiday workshops



The Queen’s Theatre resident company of actor-musicians

cut to the chase… celebrates its 10th birthday this

year. And to mark this special anniversary, we bring you a

season of fun, laughter and music.

cut to the chase… is the only ensemble of its kind in

the UK. As well as acting, singing and dancing, every

member plays at least two musical instruments.

In the Spring Season 2008, company members appear in

Relatively Speaking, Twelfth Night, Absolutely Frank

and are currently touring local primary schools with a

production of Olivia Twist. They have also appeared in

Dick Barton – Special Agent and theatre-in-education

tour Of Mice and Men.

cut to the chase… is based on the traditional repertory

system. During the run of each production, the company is

also busy rehearsing the forthcoming play.

From musicals to dramas, comedy to Shakespeare, it’s

been a great decade of affordable, West End-calibre live

entertainment. So raise your glasses to this multi-talented

troupe and its 10 years of success!

‘Engaging and
versatile cast’
The Daily Mail

‘The company
are experts’
The Times
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the chase…cut to
the queen’s theatre’s professional resident company

Corpse!

November 2007

Dick Barton - Special Agent
February 2008

The Servant of

Two Masters

October 2007


